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Building resilience to earthquakes and other natural hazards 

Natural Hazards Inc Business Cluster Meeting 
 

Thursday 30 June 2022 

 

4.00 pm – 5.30 pm 

 

Hosted by Beca,  

85 Molesworth Street, Thorndon, Wellington 
 

In person Level 6, Meeting Room1  

and via Teams Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting 

 

Agenda 

 
1. Co-Chairs Welcome & Introductions 

 

2. Beca Presentations: 

 

Digital Engineering Advancements - Benefits for management of natural hazard 

risks:  Vaclav Hirsch-Senior Associate - Structural Engineer, Beca Fiji Branch 

 

Bridge Asset Management in Rarotonga: Ronald Wessel - Associate-Bridge 

Engineering-Beca 

 

3. MFAT Update – New DRAFT Climate Finance Strategy and what it means for co-

operation with the Pacific – Caitlin Coggin  

 

4. NZTE Update – David Dewar, Trade Commissioner Pacific & Kirby-Jane Hallum, G2G  

 

5. Tonga Pacific Update – round the table 

 

6. Any other round the table initiatives updates 

 

7. Networking 

 

Beca Host - Yogesh Kumar, Principal/Technical Director – Structural Engineering 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzEzZjU2NmQtZTU5Yy00ZWM0LWE5YjMtNWRkMDkwMGZiYTA0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bb0f7126-b1c5-4f3e-8ca1-2b24f0f74620%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220e068423-783a-4e8d-99fb-7868d6771c3d%22%7d
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Natural Hazards Inc. Key Contacts 
 
Co-Chairs  

Greg Szakats 
Senior Structural Engineer 
Miyamoto International 
Phone +64 27 589 1055 
Email greg.szakats@miyamoto.nz  
 
  
Jon (Mitch) Mitchell 
Capability Development Manager 
Joint Centre Disaster Research 
Massey University 
Phone +64 27 208 0375 
Email J.Mitchell@massey.ac.nz  
 
 
Committee Members: 

Neville Ching, NIWA (Treasurer); Yogesh Kumar, Beca; 
David Johnston, Joint Centre Disaster Research, Massey 
University  
 
Facilitator  
Graeme Carroll, Global Reach Associates Ltd 
Email  Graeme.Carroll@globalreachassociates.com 
Phone +64 21 435 401, +64 4 470 5554  
 
www.naturalhazards.co.nz 
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